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Letter from the editor 
N° 2:
By Katrina Bell
Happy October, Golden 
Bears! From Homecoming 
and the Heginbotham 
lecture, to presidential 
candidates and the Ryder 
Cup, this issue is full of 
articles that will inform 
and entertain. Working 
on the second issue of the 
fall semester has been a lot 
less stressful but equally 
as exciting as putting 
together the first issue. I 
want to thank everyone 
for their feedback on the 
first issue. Everyone at The 
Sword appreciates it, and 
we are always open to new 
suggestions as we continue 
to make improvements, 
so feel free to keep the 
comments coming! If you 
have any suggestions for 
articles, or are interested 
in writing, photography, or 
layout, please join us for our 
meetings in Luther 113 on 
Wednesdays at 5:30. 
Thank you for reading!
Very Sincerely,
Katrina Bell, Editor-In-
Chief
Photo by Katrina Bell,
Editor-In-Chief
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Minnesota Bloggers 
Conference
By Katrina Bell
O n Saturday, October 15, 2016, Concordia held the 7th annual 
Minnesota Bloggers 
conference for over two 
hundred people. Bloggers 
of all ages were given 
the opportunity to come 
together for a full-day 
educational conference for 
professional and hobbyist 
bloggers to learn from other 
bloggers! 
A blogger is a person who 
keeps a web log of written 
entries, pictures, and or 
videos that are published on 
a web page. Bloggers often 
use social media sites to gain 
followers. A blog usually 
focuses on a particular 
subject and is usually a 
reflection of the blogger 
themselves. The conference 
gave these bloggers the 
opportunity to elevate the 
blogging community by 
sharing industry news, 
innovative practices, and 
participating in a full day of 
networking opportunities. 
Sponsored by Concordia, 
MN Blogger Bash, Rocket 
55, Verizon, and many 
others, the MN BlogCon 
was a full day of workshops 
including the keynote 
speaker, Jennifer Kane, 
“How to Become a Fierce 
and Fearless Blogger.” Kane, 
a blogger on communication 
and strategic marketing, 
spoke on how being fierce 
and fearless is important 
for a blog to get noticed 
and not fall into the 
background of the stream 
of information that is put 
out onto the internet. Kane 
shared statistics such as, 
there are over 3 million 
new blog posts a day. Kane 
encouraged trying new 
things, getting comfortable 
with failure, making your 
work matter, and gaining 
perspective from audiences. 
After the keynote speaker, 
guests had to choose 
between three speakers of 
different areas of expertise. 
These speakers talked about 
ways to help the audience 
strengthen their blogs, like 
how to make the most of 
their content planning, why 
local is important, and how 
to use writer’s block to their 
advantage. Abbie Burgess is 
a Minnesota fashion blogger 
of the Pink PaperDoll, 
and her session was called, 
“Getting Unstuck: Using 
your Writer’s Block to 
your Advantage.” Burgess 
spoke of ten techniques 
to get any writers creative 
powers running again. 
These techniques included 
harnessing bad and good 
ideas alike, focusing on 
another activity, immersing 
yourself in nature, and Just 
Do it! The session also 
included an activity of 
free-association writing and 
putting some of Burgess’ 
techniques to use. 
After another session, lunch 
was served by Sodexo. 
During lunch, bloggers 
who write about subjects 
from fashion to cooking 
to marketing and graphic 
design were given time to 
network and share ideas. 
After lunch, three other 
sessions were presented, 
ranging in topics from 
writing books, truthful 
content writing, to seeking 
media opportunities and 
podcasting. After the 
conference, an after party 
with food and drinks 
was held at Rocket 55 in 
Minneapolis to give the 
attendees more time to 
network and enjoy the time 
with other bloggers. After a 
long day, it was a nice way to 
relax and have a good time 
with great connections and 
new friends. 
Photo by Katrina Bell
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CSP Accounting 
Students Attend Local 
Conference
By Eric Grube
O n Thursday, September 22, CSP students Crystal 
Thompson, Kevin Sander, 
and Lauren Hultgren, 
along with accounting 
faculty member, Eric 
Grube, traveled on the 
Metro Green Line to 
downtown Minneapolis 
to attend the 19th Annual 
Accounting and Auditing 
Student Conference.  CSP 
accounting students, Chazz 
Roberts and Willie Ross, 
joined the group later that 
morning.  
Conference attendees 
listened in on sessions 
addressing resume writing, 
interviewing techniques, 
and accounting career 
paths. Attendees also had 
the opportunity to have 
15 minute one-on-one 
sessions with accounting 
professionals to ask specific 
questions about the day-
in-the-life of CPAs.   The 
conference included over 
50 exhibit booths staffed by 
employees of local CPA and 
professional services firms.  
During the course of the 
conference, CSP students 
introduced themselves to 
many of the CPA firm 
representatives, handed 
out resumes, and in return, 
learned about internships 
and job opportunities. 
Business cards and firm 
literature were collected 
throughout the day, as 
was an ample amount of 
exhibitor “swag.”  Crystal 
Thompson has already been 
contacted to interview with 
a CPA firm she met with 
during the conference. 
This conference was truly a 
great opportunity for CSP 
students to get their names 
and resumes into the hands 
of potential employers.
Spooktacular 
Activities in October
By Mara Grau
H alloween is just around the corner, and many people are 
already getting ready. Some 
go all out with decorations, 
and others like to go out 
and get scared. Luckily for 
those people, there are a lot 
of festive Halloween events 
to attend in the area. There 
are haunted trails and tours, 
scary movie specials, and 
much more. Not only are 
these activities close; all of 
the following cost 
$20 or less.
For all those who enjoy 
classic horror films, Marcus 
Theatres in Oakdale will be 
showing Halloween from 
October 27th to 29th. The 
movies will be shown at 
10pm and tickets
only cost $5. For tickets 
and more information, visit 
marcustheatres.com.
If someone enjoys being 
spooked, check out the 
Fright Farm in Maplewood. 
Fright Farm takes place at 
the Former Ramsey County 
Poor Farm and Cemetery 
which has a dark past. 
This haunted house has 
been scaring people for a 
bargain of $10 for the past 
twenty years. Fright Farm 
is open from 7-11pm on 
Friday and Saturday nights 
in October. It is also open 
on October 30th and 31st 
for Halloween. For more 
information, visit  
frightfarm.org. 
Another—more intense—
haunted house option is 
the Butcher Shop House 
of Gore, which has been Co
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The conference ended with 
door prize giveaways. An 
exciting moment came 
when Crystal won the 
conference grand prize, 
a full scholarship for the 
Becker CPA Review 
program, which has a $3,500 
value. The day ended with 
a short self-guided tour 
of Minneapolis City Hall 
before returning to campus 
via the Green Line.
Photo by Eric Grube, Accounting Conference Crystal, Kevin, 
Lauren, Willie, Chazz
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 "Over 2.5 million Note 7 
phones have been recalled  
across the globe. "
St. Paul’s top haunted 
house for six years. The 
Butcher shop is set up in 
a maze style and is meant 
for adults, the creatures 
that inhabit it will interact 
with those who enter, so 
you might want to think 
twice before you decide 
to visit. It is open from 6 
to 11pm every day from 
October 21st through 31st. 
For more information, visit 
butchershophouseofgore.
tripod.com.
For those who prefer real 
ghosts to people dressed 
up as creepy creatures, the 
Historic Mounds Theatre 
in Saint Paul is hosting 
Real Haunted Tours. 
On the hour-long tour, 
people will learn about the 
haunted history of Mounds 
Theatre—and might even 
see a real ghost. The tours 
are 16+ and cost $20, taking 
place from 7pm to 1am 
Fridays and Saturdays from 
October 14th through 
Stop and Drop 
the Cell Phone:
Samsung Galaxy 
Note 7 Explosions
By Brianna Holtmeier
T he movement to unplug and disconnect from technology 
is now an urgent threat 
for Samsung Note 7 
owners. One of the most 
technologically advanced 
smartphones, the Samsung 
Note 7, hit the shelves 
this August, only to be 
recalled weeks later due to 
burning holes in owners’ 
pockets, homes, and cars. 
Replacements were sent 
out; only to be recalled as 
well. The Samsung company 
released a statement assuring 
everyone that they “remain 
committed to working 
diligently…to resolve the 
situation.” The statement 
also encouraged those with a 
Note 7 to turn off and stop 
using their phones.
The bombardment of 
Galaxy Note 7 commercials 
this summer, aired most 
frequently during the 
Olympics, raised the 
public’s awareness about the 
phenomenal multitasking 
phone to come. The public is 
now also very aware how the 
over-advertisement blew up 
in Samsung’s face.
Over 2.5 million Note 7 
phones have been recalled 
across the globe. The 
malfunctions were originally 
blamed on a separate 
manufacturer producing 
rechargeable lithium 
batteries that overheat. 
However, the new and 
improved replacements were 
also recalled. The recall did 
offer the existing owners an 
option of a full refund for 
their damaging merchandise.
Over 60% of the original 
Notes were exchanged 
for new ones, but the 
surprisingly quick 
turnaround makes 
consumers question whether 
Samsung was conscientious 
of quality with the 
replacements. Many United 
States airlines prohibited the 
Samsung Note 7 from being 
powered on during flights; 
taking precautions against 
any sort of potential mid-air 
explosions.
Samsung now has to choose 
whether to try a third time 
to produce the Note 7 or 
speed up the manufacturing 
of the Note 8. Either way, 
many phone owners whose 
Notes were confiscated are 
now looking to other brands 
for a non-explosive cell 
phone. Apple’s iPhone 7 is 
another hot commodity that 
was recently released as the 
running mate to the Note 7. 
The polls are in and several 
Samsung club members 
are making the switch to 
iPhones after the flaming 
Note 7 fiasco.
Samsung is expected to 
feel a loss of over $1 billion 
for the recall catastrophe, 
as well as a substantial 
loss in sales. Samsung was 
originally projected to sell 
14 million phones, and is 
now expected to only sell 
10 million units after the 
recall. The heaviest loss for 
Samsung will be their brand 
name and reputation taking 
a setback after the Galaxy 
Note 7 recall. However, 
analysts are hopeful that 
Samsung can make recovery 
and regain their high stature 
in the phone industry.
St. Cloud Stabbing 
and Shooting
By Brooke Steigauf
M any Minnesotans and Americans across the country 
became fearfully aware of 
the attack that occurred on 
September 17 in St. Cloud, 
Minnesota. The stabber, 
identified as Dahir Adan, 
was a private security guard 
and college student 
who entered the Minnesota 
Crossroads Mall at around 
8:00 pm. 
Investigators currently know 
that Adan was uniformed 
in his security guard apparel 
when he began the attack 
and made several references 
to Allah, which is the Arabic 
word referring to God 
in Abrahamic religions, 
beforehand. It has also been 
reported that 
he asked at least one person
 if they were Muslim 
and was carrying at least 
one knife that was described
 as “big enough to 
kill someone.”
There were only three 
minor traffic violations 
on Adan’s record previous 
to the stabbing on 
September 17. There is no 
evidence suggesting that 
anyone else was involved 
in the attack and there are 
ongoing investigations and 
background checks 
to determine whether 
Adan was involved in 
any terrorist groups. The 
stabbings occurred in 
multiple places throughout 
the Crossroads Mall, 
starting in a Macy’s store. 
Adan continued attacking 
people in both business 
and common-area locations.  
Jason Falconer is the off-
duty police officer that 
stopped Adan’s stabbing 
spree.
Falconer is responsible for 
the shooting and killing 
of Dahir Adan and is now 
considered a hero by many 
St. Cloud locals and others 
throughout the country.
Aside from his police 
work, Falconer also owns
 a gun shooting range 
and company named 
Tactical Advantage. Adan 
lunged toward Falconer 
three times after Falconer 
had identified himself as 
a police officer and 
then proceeded to 
shoot Adan, injuring no 
bystanders.  Eight people 
were transported to the 
hospital with non-life-
threatening injuries from 
Adan’s stabbing and it was 
reported the following 
Sunday that there were, in 
fact, nine people stabbed
in total.
Affordable College:
The Value of the Price 
Tag
By Brianna Holtmeier
C oncordia University-St. Paul’s tuition has remained near the 
price the university reset it 
to in 2013. Most colleges 
inflate their prices to suggest 
their education has a higher 
value, but Concordia has 
vowed to be transparent 
about the actual cost of 
attending their institution.
The plan to slash tuition 
prices evolved from an idea 
the admission counselors 
had in 2009. Kristin Vogel 
and the other counselors 
saw firsthand the reactions 
potential students and their 
families had when told the 
price of $29,700 per year at 
Concordia. The final cost 
was thousands of dollars 
less than the sticker price, 
but people often stopped 
listening after the large 
figure was revealed. 
The 2008 financial crash 
was another factor that 
made paying for college 
seem impossible. “It was 
the right time to disrupt 
the marketplace and do 
something different,” 
stated Kristin Vogel, the 
Associate Vice President 
for Traditional Enrollment 
Management. Then, on a 
long car ride back from New 
Orleans, Vogel and other 
counselors brainstormed 
the grassroots idea for how 
to “make the cost of tuition 
more reflective of the actual 
cost.”
The drastic price cut of 
$10,000 in the academic 
year 2013-14 raised 
Concordia to the top of the 
charts of afford ability for a 
private college experience. 
At face value, that makes
 CSP the most affordable 
private college in Minnesota. 
Nothing was eliminated 
from studies or the facilities 
at Concordia University, 
the sticker price was simply 
changed. Enrollment is up 
by a staggering 60% and the 
university is thriving and 
responding to 
the marketplace.
Concordia adopted the low 
cost tuition model with 
smaller discounts. The final 
prices are about the same, 
but the lower initial price 
attracts the attention of 
students who thought a 
$29,700 per year education 
Continued from page 3
Continued on page 5
the 29th, and 5-7pm on 
October 30th. 
For more information, visit 
moundstheatre.org.
For some scare-free 
Halloween fun, consider 
going out dancing for 
Halloween at First Avenue 
on October 31st. This 18+ 
event takes place at First 
Avenue in Minneapolis, 
beginning at 7:30pm. 
It features 14 different 
performers and DJs all in 
one night. Visit first-avenue.
com for tickets and more 
information.
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was out of reach.
Parents dream of their kids 
going to college, getting 
their degree, and having 
successful careers. Many 
families start college 
funds for their children or 
work several jobs so that 
college is a possibility. When 
touring the private colleges, 
it is shocking to hear a 
sticker price of $45,000 or 
more. However, it rarely 
happens that anyone ever 
pays the full tuition cost. 
Scholarships based on 
grades, financial situations, 
personal essays and grants 
from the FAFSA hack away 
at outrageous prices to get 
a lower average.
Most colleges have 
high tuitions with many 
discounts, giving people 
the impression that they 
have gotten a great deal 
on a valuable experience. 
Hamline University, 
University of St. Thomas, 
Macalester College, and 
Bethel University are 
also private universities 
in St. Paul. The greatest 
difference between those 
four and Concordia is 
the price tag. These four 
institutions operate with a 
high cost and high discount 
system with their tuition. 
Other universities, such as 
Converse College, Ashland 
University, and Muskingum 
University have looked to 
Concordia as an example 
to model their own tuition 
reset after. They have also 
received a large influx of 
new students after reducing 
their tuition. When tuition 
bills are due, Concordia 
students can rest assured 
that they  are receiving the 
most bang for their buck.
Canine Connections
By Julie Hagert
T hroughout the school year while walking from class to class, one 
may come across an adorable 
black lab puppy or an older 
golden retriever who is 
excited for some extra TLC. 
Why are these adorable 
dogs in the tunnel? These 
loving pooches are a part 
of the Canine Connections 
program here at Concordia, 
St. Paul. The dogs are at the 
tunnel table from 10:30-
12:30 a few times a month 
awaiting welcoming hands 
excited to shake their furry 
paws. These pups appear 
on campus from time to 
time for stress relief. It is 
scientifically proven that 
dogs help humans reduce 
stress. Playing with the 
animal or petting them can 
increase levels of the stress-
reducing hormone, oxytocin, 
and lower the production 
of stress hormone, cortisol. 
Studies have also shown that 
dog owners are less likely 
to suffer from depression 
than people without pets. 
Playing with a dog can 
elevate levels of serotonin 
(another natural happy 
chemical like oxytocin) and 
people with high blood 
pressure who own a dog can 
generally keep their blood 
pressure lower during times 
of mental stress than the 
patients who do not have a 
puppy companion. 
One of the causes for these 
therapeutic effects is that 
dogs and some other soft, 
fluffy animals satisfy the 
basic human need of touch. 
The simple gesture of 
Photo by Alicia Bjorkedal
running one’s hands down a 
dogs back can quickly calm 
and relax students when 
they are feeling stressed 
about a midterm or final 
exam coming up. Crazy 
enough, even those who 
have spent nearly their 
entire lives behind prison 
bars now possess mutual 
affection for the first time 
after interacting with dogs. 
Most of these prisoners’ 
behavioral changes are even 
long term. If a dog can have 
this effect on a dangerous 
convicted felon, then just 
taking a minute out of a 
busy day to pet one of the 
dogs as a part of canine 
connections in the tunnel 
can drastically change 
one’s mood and lift spirits 
about those approaching 
homework due dates. 
Of course, procrastination 
happens to the best of 
students, and what could 
be better than fighting 
procrastination with 
puppies? That puppy will 
provide all the motivation 
needed to knock out that 
final draft while giving a 
satisfactory grade and few 
wet, slobbery puppy kisses. 
So the next time one of 
these affectionate pooches 
appears in the hall—whether 
young or old, long-haired or 
short-haired, big or small—
do not be afraid to ask for 
permission to them because 
that is what the Canine 
Connections program is all 
about! The upcoming fall 
semester dates are as follows: 
November 10th, December 
12th, December 13th, and 
December 20th. Now there 
is no excuse to miss these 
snuggly bundles of joy! 
Varsity Theater Under 
Scrutiny: Owner is 
accused of multiple 
counts of sex abuse
By Jackie Kuehl
A beautiful venue, a great restaurant and an allegedly dark 
back-story. 
Current owner of The 
Varsity Theater and Loring 
Pasta Bar, John McLean has 
four civil lawsuits alleging 
sexual abuse of minors 
at the Children's Theater 
Company during the '70s 
and '80s, when he worked as 
an actor and teaching artist.
According to the Star 
Tribune, the women have 
recently come forward due 
to a change in the way 
sexual abuse cases involving 
a minor were handled 
under the Minnesota Child 
Victims Act. Originally, 
the women would have 
been turned away by police 
because of the law previously 
in place stating that all 
claims of sexual abuse as a 
minor needed to be filed 
before the victim is 24 years 
of age.
With this change in the 
law, the Sexual Violence 
Justice Institute informs 
that “individuals older than 
24 at the time of the Child 
Victim Act enactment (May 
25, 2013) have a three-year 
window of opportunity 
from the date of enactment 
to bring their civil claim 
forward. This window period 
ended on May 24, 2016.”
Victims of sexual abuse 
and their supporters called 
for a boycott of McLean’s 
businesses. The reality is 
some people, long aware 
of rumors, have quietly 
boycotted the two businesses 
for years. On Sept. 10, about 
40 demonstrators gathered 
outside the businesses 
with signs and knowledge 
to share. According to 
Minnesota Daily, the protest 
was meant to educate the 
campus community of sexual 
abuse allegations against 
the Dinkytown businesses’ 
owner, Jason McLean, said 
the organizer, Sarah Super.
In wake of the lawsuits 
against McLean, a handful 
of acts have decided to 
switch venues from the 
Dinkytown venue. Including 
Warpaint, Against Me!, 
Baroness and Jake Rudh, 
a DJ who had often filled 
the venue with repeat 
events. Rudh posted to 
his personal Facebook 
page in response to the 
allegations, “the scheduled 
Transmission event that 
was to take place on January 
27th will now be moved 
to Clubhouse Jager. The 
venue of all future monthly 
themed Transmissions will 
be determined on a monthly 
basis.” The Star Tribune 
reports Lynn Nyman, senior 
manager at the Varsity 
Theater, issued a statement 
that emphasized the fact 
the venue’s employees 
would be hurt most by any 
boycott. Nyman states, “The 
allegations against Jason 
McLean are more than 
30 years old and are not 
related to the Varsity or its 
employees. I ask that the 
patrons let the legal process 
take its place which will 
happen in due time. I ask 
the patrons to stick with the 
Varsity, in the meantime, for 
the sake of the employees.”
Super, in response, noted 
that the boycotting of the 
businesses was intended 
to honor the wishes of 
survivors. “I have sympathy 
for the employees who I 
do believe are innocent 
and have not participated 
Continued from page 4
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in any part of the sexual 
abuse around these victims. 
I have a lot of sympathy 
for the people who have 
come forward … I have 
no sympathy for Jason 
McLean,” she said. With the 
lawsuits still in limbo, public 
awareness and justice for the 
victims are the main goal for 
the demonstrators.
Homecoming 2016 
Re-cap
You Betcha!
By Renee Cortez
H omecoming at Concordia is a week-long event 
that includes countless 
activities and free food 
for students. The tradition 
revolves around the Saturday 
football game as its climax. 
Hundreds of Concordia 
students, alumni, staff, and 
friends took part in the 
festivities of September 26 
to October 1, 2016. 
The Monday event 
had teams of students 
competing to win the 
dodgeball championship 
in the annual Tri-Pi 
Dodgeball Tournament 
in the Gangelhoff Center. 
Although it was a very 
competitive event, teams still 
knew how to have fun with 
wearing matching outfits 
to win the costume contest 
that accompanied the 
tournament.
Tuesday’s event was based 
on the show Chopped where 
students made things out 
of the limited ingredients 
such as ramen, mac & 
cheese, popcorn, shake on 
cheese, and more junk food. 
To complete the dorm life 
kitchen, the only thing 
contestants had to cook with 
was a microwave. 
The health and wellness 
fair was on Wednesday 
and provided students 
with many booths offering 
diverse goods like culinary 
services to a pretzel recipe 
activity; there was even an 
opportunity to get a flu shot. 
Wednesday evening, CAB 
hosted the annual sandwich 
project where students 
volunteered their time to 
pack sandwiches for the 
homeless. 
Thursday brought about the 
coffee house event featuring 
the band Major Days. 
Students came and enjoyed 
music while snacking and 
studying. Friday evening was 
packed full with the Golden 
Bears volleyball team facing 
off against the Bulldogs, 
followed by a competitive 
Neurology game in the 
student life center. There 
seemed to be no end to the 
Homecoming fun and free 
stuff! 
Not all the events were 
limited to one day. The 
Finding Dory Scavenger 
Hunt started Wednesday 
and went through Friday. 
It was a great success as 
people were out looking for 
the hidden items before the 
resident assistant even had 
a chance to place them in 
their strategic hiding spots.
Saturday was the much 
anticipated football game 
and Comet’s Carnival. This 
year, the game was preceded 
by the very first marching 
pep band. Soon it was time 
for kickoff. The Golden 
Bears thrived on their fans’ 
and the cheerleaders’ cheers. 
Around half-time, the 
carnival began. Some fans 
stayed for the game while 
others headed to the carnival 
to start on the rides, free 
food, and fun galore. With 
over $100 worth of food, 
rides, and much more per 
person, families and students 
alike did not run out of 
things to do.
They could win teddy bears 
at the carnival games, see 
the stadium from high in 
the sky on the Ferris wheel, 
binge eat on foods of all 
kinds, and get dizzy on 
the spinning strawberries. 
Homecoming ended on 
Saturday evening with 
the CSP volleyball team 
facing off against St. Cloud 
State and the resident life’s 
showing of Finding Dory 
in the Buetow Auditorium. 
You betcha, it was fun for 
all ages at Concordia’s 
Homecoming!
Continued from page 5
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Female Athlete of the 
Month: Erin Spatenka
By Allison Larson
H ailing from the town of Owatonna Minnesota, 22-year- 
old Erin Spatenka has since 
started her senior year of her 
college career. Competing 
in cross-country and track, 
Erin participates in the 
middle to long distance and 
especially enjoys racing in 
the 1500 in the spring.
Being in sports has taught 
Spatenka a lot, learning how 
to work well with others, 
and constantly collaborating 
with people different from 
her. Spatenka stated, “I 
think that’s one great thing 
about athletics is you get 
that interaction with so 
many different people.” 
Being in athletics her whole 
life, Spatenka has thrived 
in the athletics atmosphere 
and loves working and 
competing against different 
people and herself.
Erin, a sharp student, is 
studying Biology with a 
minor in Chemistry, and has 
been working in Dr. Yang’s 
research for a year and a 
half. Having always enjoyed 
science and the challenges 
that present themselves 
in the field, Spatenka is 
working towards becoming a
physician’s assistant. Just 
recently applying to six 
programs within the 
Midwest region, her top
two choices of graduate 
school are currently 
Bethel University or Saint 
Catherine University.
Spatenka has always enjoyed 
volunteering and giving 
back to the community, 
“I believe it’s my vocation 
from God to help others”. 
Erin hopes to continue to 
give back to the community 
after becoming a physician’s 
assistant by volunteering at 
free clinics and by helping in 
different healthcare settings. 
 “From indoor to 
outdoor it gets a lot 
faster and it’s just 
a different atmo-
sphere than the rest 
of the year.”
Having always been 
passionate about helping the 
unfortunate volunteering is
Spatenka’s way of showing 
that anyone can make a 
difference. Becoming a 
physician’s assistant will 
bring forth many new 
challenges for Spatenka, 
and she believes that joining 
this profession will fulfill 
her vocation and allow her 
to become a part of a new 
team. Always having done 
well working with others 
she also looks forward to 
learning new ways to deal 
with challenges that arise, 
how to problem solve for 
different issues that she 
hasn’t encountered before, 
and the exciting new 
experiences that she will get 
to be a part of.
Everyone has goals in their 
life, and Erin is no different. 
As of now some of her short
terms goals are trying to 
get into a good graduate 
school, and working hard so 
as to become a physician’s 
assistant. As for longer-term 
goals, Erin hopes to one 
day have a successful job 
and start her own practice, 
then get married and start a 
family of her own. Besides 
being a bright student, 
Erin also enjoys her down 
time from doing homework 
and sports. Besides the 
occasional leisurely run, 
Spatenka enjoys relaxing 
and watching other sports. 
Having a plan, and knowing 
things will always work out 
Spatenka looks forward to 
what the future holds for 
her.
After Hot Start, Golden 
Bears Still Looking to 
Get Back on Track
By Cole Schuessler
S tarting the season 2-0, the Concordia football had a perfect 
record, but also knew their 
schedule would get tougher. 
After facing some more 
highly touted opponents, the 
Golden Bears have dropped 
a few games in a row. “We 
played teams of a similar 
level those first two weeks 
and got the better of them,” 
said head coach Shannon 
Currier.  
After the two wins against 
teams a combined 0-12 (at 
the time of this writing) the 
squad has faced some tough 
competition, including 
perennial powerhouses 
Minnesota Duluth and 
Minnesota State-Mankato 
“Your victory’s have to do 
with who you’re playing”, 
said coach Currier. “[At the 
beginning of the season] 
we played [teams] that 
maybe weren’t as good 
as the next.” After the 
wins over U-Mary and 
Minnesota-Crookston to 
start the season, the Golden 
Bears had their winning 
ways stopped in a 52-49 
thriller on September 17th 
against Minnesota- Duluth. 
After the heartbreaking 
loss at Sea Foam Stadium, 
Concordia traveled to South 
Dakota where they took 
a 31-7 loss to Northern 
State on September 24th. 
The following Saturday’s 
(October 1st and 8th), both 
resulted in 45 -10 losses, the 
first being on homecoming 
to Wayne State, while the 
second came in Mankato 
against Minnesota State. “A 
combination of not winning 
the line of scrimmage, not 
getting the big plays, and 
the ball security attributed 
to the losses,” said Currier
Even though the defeats, 
there has been some bright 
spots for the rebuilding 
Golden Bears. The third 
game of season, a 52-49 
loss to UMD (conference 
leaders at the writing of 
this article), showed that 
the CSP football team has 
the potential to play with 
the big dogs. “I thought we 
played really well against 
a really good Duluth 
team,” said Currier. The 
Golden Bears showed their 
playmaking ability, amassing 
over 500 offensive yards in 
the losing effort. Another 
encouraging sign has been 
CSP’s running game. 
When asked about who 
has impressed him at this 
point in the season Currier 
mentioned halfbacks Darius 
Chapes and Alex Carr. 
Chapes especially has been 
good, piling up 458 yards 
over the first six games while 
averaging 6.5 yards per carry. 
Currier also pointed to the 
kicking game and punter 
Sam Maedke and kicker 
Jonas Schenderlein. Maedke 
is third in the NSIC in yards 
per punt, averaging a solid 
39.8. Schenderlein has made 
all but one of his field goals 
and extra points, including 
a 52-yard field goal against 
Minnesota-Crookston. As 
the Golden Bears kick off 
into the second half of their 
season, they look to improve 
on both sides of the ball and 
be more consistent overall. 
“Our main goal is to try 
and get a personal better 
every single Saturday,” said 
Coach Currier. “[We need 
to] continue to focus on 
our process, and as we do 
that better we’re gonna win 
games.” The head coach is 
also looking for his team 
to pull and upset and win a 
big game before the season 
comes to a close. “I’m 
looking for a signature win, 
I’m looking to go from a 
nobody to an upstart team.”
Submitted by Erin Spatenka, Female Athlete
Photo by Alicia Bjorkedal, Homecoming Football
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Golf October Update
By Tanner Peterson
B oth the men’s and women’s golf squads are in the midst of 
their midseason push toward 
the conference tournament.
The men led by freshman 
Noah Rasinski, competed in 
Monkey Island, Oklahoma 
where the freshman shot a 
223 (+7), putting him tied 
for 22 nd at the MSSU Fall 
Invitational at Shangri-La 
Country Club hosted by 
Missouri Southern State 
University. Senior, 
Trent Anderson finished 
second for the Golden 
Bears shooting a 230 (+14) 
throughout the tournament 
and his fellow senior Chance 
Maiers finished tied for 42 
by shooting a 231 (+15). 
From there the men traveled 
back up to Minnesota to 
compete in the JR Watkins 
Invite where Chance Maiers 
had himself quite the 
tournament! Chance shot a 
career low 145 (+4) which 
put him in 4 th place for the 
tournament. Not only did 
Maiers have his best round 
as a Golden Bear, but he 
was also awarded with All-
Tournament honors. Maiers 
wasn’t the only Golden Bear 
that had a good day either, 
as freshman Noah Rasinski 
and senior Trent Anderson 
both shot well as Rasinski 
shot a 156 (+12) and 
Anderson shot a 155 (+11).
The Golden Bears then 
traveled to St. Joseph 
Missouri for the Missouri 
Western State University 
Invite. Here Anderson once 
again was near the top of 
the Concordia leaderboard 
as he posted a 233 (+20) 
over the four round 
tournament. Sophomore 
Tyler Dunn and Noah 
Rasinski followed Anderson 
up by both shooting a 240 
(+27). Overall, the team 
didn’t perform as well as 
they would’ve liked to, but 
they got another shot when 
they travel to Wichita Falls, 
Texas on October 17th for 
the Midwestern State Invite.
Sophomore and former 
Drake Bulldog Sophie Hill 
finished in 5th place and 
helped the Golden Bears 
finish 8 th as a team at 
the MIAA Fall Preview 
at Mules National Golf 
Club hosted by Central 
Missouri. Hill and senior 
Savannah Stone were tied 
for 15th at the end of day 
one, but Stone finished 
the tournament with a 
respectable score of 80 
which placed her 18th 
when all was said and 
done. Freshman Heather 
Claussen, senior Brittany 
Neff, and sophomore 
Sheridan McCoy all were 
huge contributors as they 
helped the Golden Bears 
to their 8th place finish 
overall. From Warrensburg 
Missouri the team traveled 
to Sioux Falls, South Dakota 
to compete at the Super 
Region Three Fall Preview 
hosted by Augustana. Here 
Savannah Stone put on a 
show as she shot a 77 which 
put her in 4th place and due 
to lighting and rain, the 2nd 
round of the tournament 
was cancelled. Sophie Hill 
and Heather Claussen also 
had a good day as they in 
placed at 17th and 32nd 
place respectively.
From the dismal weather 
of Sioux Falls, the women’s 
team traveled to Maryville 
Missouri where the team 
brought home some 
hardware for their efforts. 
Savannah Stone and Sophie 
Hill both finished securing 
medalist honors at the 
Bearcat Fall Classic as they 
both finished in the top five. 
Stone shot a total of 151 
(+7) and Hill shot a 152 
(+8). Sophomore Sheridan 
McCoy also had a good 
tournament as she recorded 
tow new career scores as 
she posted her best round 
as a Golden bear shooting 
an 82 and a new career 36 
hole low with a total of 168 
(+24). Holding onto the best 
average in the conference 
(330.6), the team looks 
forward to the spring season.
Male Athlete of the 
Month: Noah Rasinski
By Tanner Peterson
As a freshman on the golf 
team, Noah Rasinski has 
a lot on his plate. College 
can be hectic for the normal 
student, but try to balance 
golf practice, academics, 
adjusting to college, and 
schoolwork. That’s exactly 
what Noah is doing, and 
he’s doing it better than 
any freshman golfer in the 
NSIC. The Lakeville South 
graduate finished first in 
his very first collegiate golf 
tournament at Augustana’s 
Battle at the Falls Invite 
on September 6 th , which 
earned him that week’s 
Men’s NSIC Golfer of 
the Week honor. When 
speaking of the achievement 
Noah stated that “It was 
unexpected and it was pretty 
cool because it was my first 
tournament.” Not only did 
he win the tournament, but 
he also set a school record 
in a three round (54 hole 
tournament at 215 (-1) 
and shot the second lowest 
individual round in school 
history with a 68
(-4) in the third round.
Noah started learning to 
playing golf around the 
age of five from his dad 
and grandpa. As Noah 
became older, his golf game 
improved as well. Noah 
played hockey and golf for 
Lakeville South and was 
captain for both squads. 
He helped Lakeville take 
third at the 2015 MSHSL 
Championships and was 
also an all-state performer 
in 2015. By the end of his 
high school career Noah 
had earned seven varsity 
letters, four in golf and three 
in hockey. As a freshman at 
Lakeville South, Noah made 
the varsity golf team and 
played in sectionals and he 
said that is when he realized 
that golf might be able to 
take him places in life. As a 
business management major, 
Noah’s goal is to go into the 
business field and make an 
impact. On the course, the 
freshman’s goal is to see how 
far the game of golf can take 
him in life. 
When asked why he’s been 
so successful so early Noah 
replied with “I think my 
team. They really make it 
easy to succeed. They’re 
all great guys and it takes 
all the stress out of it and 
it makes it easy to just go 
out there and play. I don’t 
really have to worry about 
anything.” Noah sees his 
strengths as having the 
ability to drive the ball 
and putting. He wants 
to improve on his ability 
to chip and being able to 
keep a level head to avoid 
frustration on the course.
As a young team, Noah 
likes where the squad is 
at as a whole. He knows 
there is defiantly room for 
improvement, but likes 
where both the men’s and 
women’s teams are headed. 
With Noah’s early success 
and so much time left in 
the season, I think it’s safe 
to say that we can and 
will see some impressive 
performances out of Noah 
Rasinski, October’s Male 
Athlete of the Month.
Ryder Cup Review 
By Tanner Peterson 
and Cole Schuessler
T he Ryder Cup is known as golf ’s biggest event and it showed 
last week as hundreds of 
thousands of supposed 
golf aficionados flocked to 
Hazeltine National Golf 
Club in Chaska, Minnesota 
to watch as some of the 
best golfers in the world 
go head to head. This years 
US team consisted of PGA 
stars such as Jordan Spieth, 
Phil Mickelson, and Rickie 
Fowler going up against 
the Europeans led by Rory 
McIlroy, Justin Rose, and 
Sergio Garcia. The Ryder 
Cup has been going on since 
1927. Every two years, the 
Ryder Cup is held at either 
a European golf course or a 
course in the United States. 
It is also to be noted that no 
course has ever hosted the 
Ryder Cup twice, so having 
the event in Minnesota is a 
huge deal.
The first day of competitive 
golf began on Friday 
where the US got out to 
an early 5 to 3 lead over 
the Europeans. Saturday 
was a day of angst and 
nervousness as the 
Europeans made their move, 
making the score 9 ½ to 6 ½ 
heading into the final day of 
play. With the score so close, 
the local fans and media 
couldn’t help but bring up 
the United States collapse 
four years ago at Medinah 
Golf Club in Chicago, 
Illinois where it was last 
held in the US and dubbed 
the name “Meltdown at 
Medinah”. Not only did the 
US finish off the Europeans 
on the final day of play, they 
trumped them earning 7 ½ 
of the available 12 points 
on the day, beating the 
Europeans for good with a 
final score of 17 to 11. 
As one the most prestigious 
golf tournaments in the 
world came to Minnesota, 
Concordia students had a 
unique and elite opportunity 
to intern as Hazeltine 
National Golf Course in 
Chaska hosted the Ryder 
Cup. CSP students began 
the Ryder Cup internship 
process back in January, 
as they applied for the 
position and then chose 
shifts and put in sizes for 
their official Ryder Cup 
uniforms. As the prestigious 
golf event approached in 
the fall, students completed 
discussion boards and 
training to try and prepare 
and learn about how the 
Ryder Cup would work. 
CSP students benefitted 
from having former Golden 
Bear, Ivan Cardona (who 
was a Hospitality Assistant 
at the Ryder Cup and a key 
cog in running the Ryder 
Cup) as their guide and 
leader during the five days 
they worked at Hazeltine 
National Golf Course.
As people from around 
the world came to 
Minnesota, Chaska and 
Hazeltine, the festivities and 
practice rounds started on 
Tuesday with the celebrity 
tournament kicked into 
play. Students worked 
from the opening practice 
rounds through the official 
tournament on the weekend, 
sometimes waking up before 
4 a.m. in the morning and 
Continued on page 9
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not getting back until 8 
p.m. at night. Interns from 
CSP, and other schools such 
as Hamline, St. Thomas, 
St. Cloud State, MSU-
Mankato, and Concordia 
Irvine were tasked with 
providing services and 
helping run the Hospitality 
villages (suites) located 
around the golf course. 
These suites consisted of 
individual chalets bought 
by various business for their 
own associates, clients or 
guests, and were owned by 
companies such as Wells 
Fargo, NBC Sports, and 
various European clientele. 
Working inside or 
sometimes at the foot of 
the chalets, Concordia’s 
interns main job was to scan 
tickets, mark them off, and 
to administer wristband for 
allowance into the free food 
and beverage, prime location 
villages. Overlooking various 
spots on the golf course, 
these individual chalets cost, 
at a minimum, a staggering 
250,000 dollars. Students 
saw and talked to celebrities 
such as Bill Murray, Michael 
Jordan, Zach Parise and 
Sam Bradford. Overall, it 
was invaluable experience 
for the Concordia students 
and staff in attendance. It 
was also a big win for the 
USA and American golf at 
the 2016 Ryder Cup.
Concordia Women’s 
Soccer: Kicking 
Forward
By Aaron Ronayne
T he Concordia soccer team is wrapping up quite a respectable first 
half of their 2016 season. 
The squad has battled its 
way to the middle of the 
NSIC standings with a 
record of 2-2- 4 (through 
October 11). The ladies 
got off to a tough start of 
the season, dropping their 
first 3 games of the season. 
Since then they have rattled 
off some impressive wins 
and draws in conference 
play. One of the first-half 
season highlights was a 
game on October 2 against 
the Bemidji State Beavers. 
The Golden Bears handed 
first place Bemidji State 
only their second loss of the 
season, beating them by a 
score of 1-0. Sophomore 
forward, Jordan Rowan-
Stafford netted the games’ 
only goal, with assists going 
to Mary Kaiser and Chelsie 
Lindsay. Redshirt freshman 
goalkeeper, Emily Nelson 
made a whopping 11 saves 
in that match. Head coach 
Steve Bellis is happy with 
the progress the team has 
made up to this point of 
the season, “We had a roller 
coaster start to the season 
in terms of results, but 
have remained extremely 
competitive in every game 
we've played. The defensive 
strides we’ve made have 
been fantastic and we always 
look very dangerous going 
forward. Our style of play is 
based on possession of the 
ball and all of our players 
wanting the ball.”
Sophomore defender, Jade 
Weller leads the team in 
points through the first half 
with 2 goals and 2 assists. 
Senior forward, Chelsie 
Lindsay and sophomore 
midfielder, Mary Kaiser each 
have 3 points each.
Goalkeeping has been a 
team effort through the first 
half. Redshirt freshman, 
Emily Nelson has started 
in net for a majority of the 
games. Freshman, Jordyn 
Clark has made a handful of 
relief appearances in net.
With only a handful of 
games to go in the 2016 
season, each point will 
be crucial for the Golden 
Bears to snag. The top eight 
teams in the conference 
make the NCIS playoffs. 
As of October 11, the 
Golden Bears are sitting in 
10 th place. Coach Bellis is 
optimistic about the final 
stretch of the 2016 regular 
season saying, “Our young 
squad is sitting very nicely to 
make a push for the playoffs 
over the next few games.”
Continued from page 8
Back in the swing of it
By Tony Kohanek
C oncordia volleyball is in action and the team is still 
competing for a chance to 
host the NSIC tournament 
which is to be held on 
November 16-20. The 
winner of this would get 
an automatic bid into 
the Central Regional 
Tournament, which is the 
first three rounds of the 
NCAA Championship 
Tournament that will be 
held December 1-3.
The Concordia volleyball 
team has been making its 
way through the conference 
play since the middle of 
September. The team has 
been playing very well, 
however, they suffered their 
first loss against UMD in a 
home match that went to 5 
sets. Besides that match the 
team has had success this 
season. Head coach Brady 
Starkey has attributed this 
success to the experience 
and talent of the team. 
Coach Starkey went on to 
say that this season is going 
well and the team is making 
progress their defense and 
blocking, which will serve 
the team well if their offense 
is not on any given night. 
He went on saying, “I still 
feel we need to improve in 
our serving and passing if 
we are going to take our 
team to another level this 
season.” 
This season is seeing some 
changes to the lineup, two 
new players are on the squad 
this year. One is freshman 
Sara Macek. The other 
is transfer, Taylor Schile, 
who transferred in from 
Montana. Macek came 
from Monticello High 
School, where Schile, before 
going to Montana, went to 
Eastview High School in 
Apple Valley, MN.  “New 
players are fitting in well so 
far. They have adapted well 
to the speed of the game 
and have understood what it 
means to work hard day in 
and day out and that is all 
that I can ask of them,” said 
Coach Starkey.
The new players joining 
the team aren’t the only big 
change that is occurring 
on the team. Last year’s 
starting Libero of four years, 
Taylor Dordan, graduated 
leaving the team with a need 
for a new libero. Schile is 
considered a libero, however, 
former outside hitter, Emily 
McDonough has been 
moved over to occupy the 
position for this season. 
Coach Starkey said, “She has 
been doing a really great job 
solidifying their ball control 
this year. She’s helped 
strengthen our defense. 
Her biggest impact has been 
her positivity and sense of 
calm on the court that really 
make the girls around her 
play better.”
Looking ahead through the 
rest of the season, and into 
playoffs, “We have a lot of 
tough volleyball yet to be 
played,” says Coach Starkey. 
“I know we are excited 
about the opportunity to go 
compete night in and night 
out.” Compared to last year’s 
team Starkey feels they are 
in the same position, but 
this year, he feels the team 
is a little more mature and 
calm out on the court.
 
 
Photo by Alicia Bjorkedal, Womens Volleyball
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ARTS & VARIE T Y
Movie Review: Love 
and Basketball
By Julie Hagert
T he movie Love and Basketball directed by screenwriter 
Gina Prince-Bythewood 
is a coming of age story 
that starts out with two 
young kids, Monica (Sanaa 
Lathan) and Quincy 
(Omar Epps) living in Los 
Angeles, California. At age 
11, Monica moves into the 
house next door to Quincy. 
She’s a scrawny, African 
American tomboy who 
has dreams of being the 
first girl in the NBA. Then 
there’s Quincy, son of a pro 
basketball player (played by 
Dennis Haysbert) for the 
LA Clippers. 
He has aspirations to be 
just like his father when 
he grows up. From the 
get-go, you can tell these 
two are very competitive 
when it comes to anything 
basketball related. This can 
be portrayed in the scene 
where they first met. Monica 
was pretending to be a boy 
so she could play a pickup 
game with Quincy and 
his friends, knowing they 
wouldn’t let her play since 
she was a female. They let 
her join and soon it became 
a feisty one on one battle 
with Quincy and Monica. 
He accidently elbows her 
leaving a permanent scar 
on her face, while also 
figuring out she’s a girl. 
After watching this scene, 
I ponder “Could this be a 
movie about feminism?” I 
was partially right. 
The film catches up with 
them years later when 
the two are teenagers and 
seniors in high school. The 
story shows the struggles of 
being a girl playing a sport, 
in this case, basketball and 
getting treated differently 
due to sex. Monica has 
to work much harder to 
get recruited by division 
1 college scouts, while on 
the other hand, Quincy 
practically has it handed 
to him. Quincy gets all 
the attention and glory 
because he’s a boy and 
Monica doesn’t get nearly 
as much. She didn’t let 
that stop her though. Hard 
work and determination 
got her into the college 
of her choice: USC. This 
is an inspirational film in 
my eyes, as we see the will 
power of Monica pursuing 
her joy of basketball. She 
ultimately makes the film 
her own as Quincy seems 
less important approaching 
the end of the movie. He 
becomes less masculine and 
his macho man persona dies 
as he gets in touch with his 
feelings when trouble hits 
his family. The gender roles 
change as Monica is now 
having her name in lights. 
Who created gender norms 
anyways? Girls should be 
able to express themselves 
in whichever way they want, 
just as boys can. 
 This movie captures the 
passion these two have for 
the game of basketball. 
Perhaps even that passion 
for basketball turned into 
a love and appreciation for 
one another? I’ll give you 
a hint, it did. Don’t worry 
though; this isn’t your 
basic love movie. There 
aren’t candle-lit dinners, 
boys standing outside your 
window with a boom box, 
or Ryan Gosling who wrote 
365 letters to the love of 
his life and expressed his 
love for her in the pouring 
rain. This isn’t one of those 
movies. If you’re looking 
for a cliché romance I 
encourage checking out 
Nicolas Sparks on Netflix. 
Monica’s and Quincy’s 
relationships shows the 
struggles young  high 
school couples have to go 
through when they go off 
to college and begin to 
find themselves. Schedules 
become busier and 
commitment may fall short. 
You’ll have to watch and 
see if these two love birds 
can overcome the stress of 
college and basketball while 
maintaining a relationship.
Overall, I recommend this 
movie to anybody over 
the age of 13. There are 
some graphic scenes which 
may not be appropriate to 
a younger audience. It’s 
relatable and realistic which 
is what I enjoyed most about 
it. Even if you don’t play a 
sport, it’s still a touching 
story evokes emotion. I 
learned from this film that 
having a fire inside your 
soul and confidence about 
yourself will get you far in 
life. Never underestimate the 
power of love. 
Book Review: The 
Silence of the Lambs 
By Mara Grau
T he Silence of the Lambs is Thomas Harris’ thrilling masterpiece 
that will leave you wanting 
more. Harris’ novel follows 
its protagonist, Clarice 
Starling, who is in training 
to become an FBI agent, as 
she gets involved in her first 
serious case. She is assigned 
a task by the head of the 
FBI division, Jack Crawford, 
that creates psychological 
profiles of serial killers. 
Clarice is supposed to give 
a questionnaire to the serial 
killer, Dr. Hannibal Lecter, 
the cannibal. Hannibal was 
a remarkable psychiatrist 
before his murders landed 
him in a Maryland mental 
institution serving nine 
consecutive life sentences. 
Meanwhile, a new serial 
killer has attracted the 
attention of the FBI. The 
killer, whom the media has 
named Buffalo Bill, kidnaps 
overweight women, kills, 
and then skins them. Why 
Buffalo Bill commits his 
crimes remains a mystery.
During Clarice’s interview 
with Dr. Lecter, he reveals 
that he knows Buffalo Bill’s 
real identity which will 
help the FBI solve the case. 
Soon after this, the body of 
Buffalo Bill’s sixth victim is 
found with a pupa of a Black 
Witch moth, which would 
not be found in nature 
in North America. Not 
long after this, Catherine 
Baker Martin, who is the 
daughter of Tennessee 
Senator Ruth Martin, gets 
kidnapped. Catherine is 
a heavier woman, and her 
shirt is found on the side of 
a road, slit up the back; both 
of these facts suggest that 
Buffalo Bill is her kidnapper. 
 
Willing to do anything in 
order to save her daughter, 
Senator Martin negotiates 
a deal to have Dr. Lecter 
transferred to a different 
facility in exchange for 
help finding Buffalo Bill. 
However, the deal goes 
horribly wrong when Dr. 
Lecter escapes, and flees 
the country. Now it is up 
to Clarice Starling, Jack 
Crawford, and the rest 
of the FBI to track down 
Buffalo Bill and save 
Catherine. 
Being a female trainee in a 
world of professional men, 
Clarice struggles to prove 
that she belongs in the FBI. 
By the end of the novel, she 
is able to push past all of the 
obstacles, and help the FBI 
save the day.
 
Thomas Harris is a brilliant 
writer, who takes the time 
to thoroughly research all 
aspects of his novels. His 
attention to detail draws 
readers into the fictional 
world of Clarice Starling 
and Hannibal Lecter, 
making it seem like real life. 
With just the right amount 
of cleverness and spine 
tingling plot twists, The 
Silence of the Lambs is the 
perfect read for this October.
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2016 Heginbotham 
Lecture Presents Kao 
Kalia Yang: The World 
Within
By Mainhia Moua
K ao Kalia Yang, author of best-seller The Late Homecomer and 
her newest addition The 
Song Poet, speaks to the 
community and aspiring 
writers about her visions 
as a writer, the Hmong 
community, and her 
continuation of writing 
despite the tragedies and 
conflicts of the world.
 
Most often, people write 
memoirs to recall instances 
of their childhood and 
memorable events. However, 
Kao Kalia Yang writes 
memoir in another different 
light: “I write memoir to 
add to history and to correct 
flawed history.”
 
On October 10, 2016, 
Kao Kalia Yang, author 
of best-seller memoir The 
Latehomecomer and newest 
addition The Song Poet, 
visited students and aspiring 
writers in classrooms as well 
as presented her lecture “The 
World Within.” This lecture 
discusses how people are the 
product of different places, 
possibilities, and even other 
people. This event was held 
at Concordia University 
in St. Paul, Minnesota and 
was made possible by the 
Heginbotham Possibilities. 
Yang stated several reasons 
why she continues to write. 
“Some people speak to write, 
but I write to speak,” she 
said during a classroom visit. 
Writing allows her to speak 
her mind so that people can 
hear about her stories and 
struggles. “I write to reckon 
with reality,” she said during 
her lecture. Yang encourages 
people to write about what 
they care about in order to 
tackle the problems that 
people face in daily life. 
She also states that writing 
about the emotional truth 
is much more important 
than trying to strive for 
perfection. Another reason 
why Yang continues to write 
is because she wants to help 
heal people, especially the 
ones who are broken. She 
also commented, “The only 
thing we can do is to lead by 
example.” In doing so, she 
wants to heal people. She 
concluded, “Part of helping 
is to hear it. Words can build 
hope to help change people’s 
visions.”  When asked 
about how she felt about 
the intergenerational drift 
between the old traditional 
Hmong generation and 
more Americanized Hmong 
generation, Yang said 
that it is saddening to see 
that many young Hmong 
children are losing touch 
with their culture and are 
unable to speak Hmong 
anymore. However, she 
says that no one is truly 
more or less because of the 
fact that Hmong students’ 
parents and ancestors are 
already Hmong. She added, 
“There are Hmong all over 
the world now; who is to 
say that one is more or less 
Hmong?” 
She also continues to 
write because she wants 
the Hmong people to be 
represented in society. “It’s 
moving to me and it’s urging 
to me that I write these 
stories about these people 
who are often neglected by 
mainstream representation.” 
Although it is difficult to 
change what people want, 
there is the possibility of 
having the ability to shift 
their focus. 
Yang encourages people to 
continue writing even when 
times are difficult. When she 
was at Columbia University, 
she felt intimidated by 
students who seemed 
more talented. She cried 
many nights because of the 
difficulties from her style 
of learning and writing 
compared to other students. 
Yet she continued to pursue 
her emotional truths, and 
that is why she has endured 
through those difficult times.
Yang believes that one way 
to face the difficult times is 
education. She said, “[Our 
parents] have expectations 
for us to go to school so that 
one day, our children will 
not be in the position that 
our parents were in.” 
This proves to be true as 
Yang holds a Master’s 
of Fine Arts in Creative 
Nonfiction Writing from 
Columbia University in New 
York City. She currently 
teaches at Carleton College 
and is a motivational speaker 
at many institutions to help 
inspire people. Education 
is an important key to 
changing many people’s 
lives.  Yang ended her 
lecture with bits and pieces 
of advice. She said, “Each 
and every single one of us 
has a world within, and until 
other people listen, those 
worlds die as we live each 
and every day.” 
She also reminded everyone 
about the importance of 
listening to others. She 
said, “You don’t have to be a 
writer or artist to listen. You 
don’t have to have the right 
words to respond. You don’t 
need to be a writer or artist 
to listen.  The human heart 
expresses itself in places 
where there is no language.”
A Faculty Artist Recital 
By Gaomogmee Yang
O n a Sunday evening, CSP welcomed their very own adjunct 
Professor of Piano, Dr. Oleg 
Levin who played a list of 
great songs. Levin has been 
a member of the Concordia 
faculty member in the 
Music Department ever 
since 2011. Levin was born 
in Belorussia, a country in 
Eastern Europe. He received 
a diploma with honors 
in Piano Performance, 
Accompanying and Piano 
Pedagogy from the College 
of Music in Mogilev, 
Belorussia. Then he came 
to the United States to 
study further. He earned 
both his Bachelor and 
Doctorate degrees in Piano 
Performance from the 
University of Minnesota. 
Dr. Levin is an active 
performer as a soloist and 
chamber musician in the 
Minneapolis-St. Paul area. 
He has won many prizes in 
local piano competitions, 
some which include 
Schubert Club Competition, 
Marvin O. Mechelke 
II Piano Competition 
and Hutchinson Music 
Scholarship. As a pianist, he 
wants to continue to play 
and work with his colleagues 
by collaborating. He shows 
his individuality and 
creativity when he plays the 
piano but also in his musical 
career by giving recitals in 
various venues around the 
Twin Cities.
Levin did a great job 
capturing the audience 
with his piano pieces. He 
started with Rachmaninoff ’s 
Moments Musicaux Op. 16, 
No. 4. This piece was a very 
fast paced song but slowly 
lead to a quiet and slower 
pace. Dr. Levin showed 
this perfectly and kept the 
audience on the edge of 
their seats. His fingers would 
often times move quickly 
and pushed hard on the keys 
to make a louder sound and 
impact, but then they would 
sometimes gently fall on to 
the piano keys. You could 
feel the emotions from the 
song pour onto the piano 
keys and filled up the room 
with the beautiful sounds. 
Levin ended with Kapustin’s 
Etude Op. 40, No. 8 which 
got everyone’s attention 
because of the pleasant 
melody and the quick pace. 
His fingers moved over the 
piano keys effortlessly and 
the ending of the piece was 
break-taking and left the 
audience wanting more. 
His music was played 
flawlessly. For the time 
that he played, time went 
by fast and the music was 
enjoyed well by everyone in 
the Buetow at Concordia 
University, St. Paul. 
Dr. Levin was awarded 
a 2016 Minnesota State 
Arts Board Artist Initiative 
Grant. This is to advance 
the awareness of his work 
through both public and 
private performances, but 
to also market his first 
professional solo recording 
of Russian piano music of 
the 20th and 21st centuries. 
Photo by Mainhia Moua, "Kao Kalia Yang"
Photo by Gretel Ryan, Faculty Recital: Dr. Oleg Levin
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Artist Spotlight: Clare 
Beardsley
By Brooke Steigauf
C SP’s Clare Beardsley is a very talented part of the Art and 
Design Department on 
campus.  She is double 
majoring in studio art and 
psychology, while minoring 
in art history, hoping to get 
a masters in art therapy once 
her journey at Concordia 
has come to a close. Aside 
from Clare’s own pursuit of 
art, she is also president of 
the Art and Design club, 
connecting CSP’s student 
artist community.
Clare began her artistic 
pursuit when her mom 
enrolled her in art classes at 
the Minneapolis Institute 
of Art when she was eight 
years old.  Through her art, 
from a young age Clare has 
appreciated the amount 
of self-discovery that she 
experiences while creating. 
While first using graphite as 
her medium of choice, Clare 
was exposed to acrylic paint 
and never went back.  She 
describes it as her favorite 
medium because of the 
freedom with color that 
she gained from the paint.  
Her art is mostly symbolic, 
depicting emotion-filled 
scenes that take viewers 
to other perspectives.  Her 
paintings depict concepts of 
adoption and mental health, 
encouraging her audience 
to have discussions about 
the difficult topics that are 
often considered off-limits 
or too embarrassing to 
visit.  Clare says that she has 
often had viewers strike up 
conversation about those 
hard subjects, either with her 
or other people. All of her 
work has been and continues 
to be figurative self-portraits, 
using herself as an artistic 
example of someone who 
battles mental illness and 
other physical and mental 
hardships in order to create 
conversation. Clare says, 
“I use myself as my model 
because I know myself and 
my life story best.  I am able 
to explore and heal some 
of my own things that I 
struggle with.”  Her goal is 
to create awareness of other 
people’s situations as well as 
to enable people to relate to 
her through her art and feel 
more comfortable knowing 
they are not alone in their 
battles.
Clare says that she uses art 
therapy to cope with her 
own life and she shares it 
so that people can use it 
to cope themselves. She 
has made a huge impact at 
Concordia, placing second 
in the annual Student Juried 
Art Exhibition two years 
ago and being an honorable 
mention last year.  On top 
of that, she also shared 
her work in the chapel a 
few weeks ago, featuring 
her favorite piece, titled 
“Refused Refused”, which 
depicted herself sitting 
among mountains of debris 
and garbage, with other 
small babies thrown and 
scattered throughout the 
waste background.  Clare 
created this piece to draw 
attention to the One Child 
Rule in China, which forces 
children to be discarded and 
abandoned like the trash 
of China.  Clare had the 
opportunity to experience 
art therapy while she was 
in Florence, Italy, taking 
an undergraduate class 
during a study abroad. 
While in Italy, she recalls 
experimenting with different 
styles and color schemes.  
During her travel, she found 
the inspiration for her 
senior project which she is 
currently working on.
Clare is using her art for 
the greater good of others 
and herself, giving her a 
chance to tell her own story 
and helping others feel safe 
to express theirs.  She uses 
dark colors to create solemn 
moods in her work, while 
highlighting her characters 
in their harsh situations.  
She creates conversation 
pieces for people of all ages 
and is an inspiration to 
anyone experiencing the 
same emotions or events, as 
well as those looking for an 
outlet to cope with them. 
Clare’s senior art showcase 
takes place in Concordia’s 
gallery, March 6-24, with 
the reception on Thursday, 
March 9th.
Photo submitted by Clare
Music Spotlight: 
Jordayn Spike 
By Renee Cortez 
J ordayn Spike is a musician of all-around talent. Spike, a junior, 
spends a great deal of 
his time working on his 
music and helping fellow 
musicians that share his love 
for the music world. His 
major of instrumental K-12 
music education suits him 
well in these endeavors. 
Music came into Spike’s 
life at a young age. “When I 
was three years old, I taught 
myself how to play the 
piano, and have played ever 
since,” he stated.
That was only the beginning 
for him. Some of his musical 
accomplishments outside 
of CSP include being a 
member of Drum Corps 
International (DCI) for four 
summers, which included 
working with groups such 
as the Minnesota Brass, the 
Govenaires Drum and bugle 
corps, and the Troopers 
Drum and Bugle Corps. 
He also has been a student 
of several high profile 
musicians, such as Paul 
Rennick, Lauren Teel, Joel 
Matuzak, Matt Ferry and 
many more. In addition to 
that, he has been a member 
of River City Rhythm, 
which is an indoor drumline 
under the "Winter Guard 
International (WGI) circuit 
for 7 years. 
He even won a bronze 
medal for the 2016 WGI 
World Championships. 
In 2015, while he was a 
member of the Troopers, he 
performed in the Bristol, RI 
4th of July parade, which 
was broadcasted live on 
national television. Finally, 
he is a member of the 
Timberwolves basketball 
team drumline. Spike keeps 
himself busy!
In the Concordia music 
community, Spike spreads 
out his talents as well. 
“I've worn many musical 
hats at this institution,” he 
said. He is the percussion 
section leader in the 
university concert band. 
He participates in the hand 
bell ensemble, jazz band, 
chapel band and percussion 
ensemble. He also 
accompanies the late night 
chapel services on piano. 
Spike is primarily a 
keyboard player, specializing 
in piano and organ. 
“Currently I am studying 
organ, but I plan on 
studying piano again in the 
near future like I did my 
first 4 semesters at CSP.” 
He added that he also 
studies percussion by 
playing the Marimba and 
snare drum.“I've grown to 
understand that my passion 
lies in teaching,” Spike said. 
While in college he follows 
this passion by working with 
students at Saint Francis 
High School, Rosemount 
High School, and Irondale 
High school. 
He will also be a percussion 
staff member of the River 
City Rhythm drum corps 
and the Govenaires Drum 
corps.
After college, Spike plans 
on receiving his Doctorate 
in Percussion Performance 
and Education. “I hope to 
work in a higher institution 
in the future,” he stated. 
“Music has always seemed 
to be a part of my life. God 
has gifted me with many 
talents, and I feel that it is 
His will for me to use music 
to bring people closer to 
God, as well as shape future 
generations. It has shaped 
me into becoming who I am 
today, and my lifelong goal 
is to inspire others who have 
the same love for music as 
I do.” Photo by Renee Cortez
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CSP/Community Pop-
Up Park Event 
By Brooke Steigauf
C SP’s Department of Art and Design teamed up with the 
Friendly Streets Initiative, 
Lexington/Hamline 
Community Council, and 
the Union Park District 
Council to create the event, 
Community @ Work to 
connect the community 
surrounding the Lexington 
Bridge which runs over 
Highway 94. Funded by the 
Central Corridor Funders 
Collaborative, the Knight 
Foundation, and the Blue 
Cross Blue Shield, the 
event worked to celebrate 
the idea of the “dignity 
of work” which has been 
exemplified year in and year 
out by people of the Rondo 
community. The event took 
place outside of the Jimmy 
Lee Recreation Center, just 
down the street from CSP’s 
campus.  It shined a light 
on the history of the area 
surrounding the bridge, as 
well as its past, present and 
future inhabitants. Artful 
activities surrounded the 
grassy space adjacent the 
bridge, including build-you-
own pinwheels and “doodle 
your vision of work”.  Aside 
from this, there was also 
live-music, barbequed food, 
and a book-giveaway.  
An excerpt from the 
performance of Josh 
Wilder’s play, The 
Highwaymen, took the 
stage, directed by Jamil 
Jude. The Highwaymen 
showed the complex 
history of the bridge and 
how it came to divide 
the Rondo community. 
(The full play will open 
at the Minnesota History 
Museum on February 
4th, 2017). The intention 
of the event, coordinated 
by Amy Gunderman of 
the Lexington/Hamline 
Community Council, 
was to draw awareness to 
the disturbance that the 
bridge caused within the 
community and the lack 
of connectedness that 
the distance between the 
two sides created.  It also 
highlighted the issue of 
pedestrian safety that is 
apparent to people trying 
to cross the bridge; some 
drivers are still in the 
highway mentality even after 
they have exited the bridge. 
Professor and photographer, 
Cate Vermeland of CSP’s 
Art Department, illustrated 
these ideas through hands-
on arts and crafts, and also 
showed her photo gallery of 
“Community @ Work” in 
Concordia's annual 
Shakespeare Under 
the Stars
By Brooke Steigauf 
C SP was once again entranced by the annual Shakespeare 
Under the Stars event on 
Thursday, September 29, 
with an array of theater acts 
ranging from dance to script 
and improvisation. The 
event, hosted by Concordia’s 
Department of Theater and 
Dance, took place in the 
Frauenshuh Amphitheater, 
casually offering a series of 
light-hearted productions 
put on by our very own 
students and faculty. The 
audience was offered 
delicious treats, a fall 
bonfire, and performances 
that would have made 
Shakespeare himself jump 
out of his seat in applause.
First to take the stage 
was the Choreography 
and Composition class, 
performing an enchanting 
Elizabethan piece, executed 
by Shelby Coates, Kate 
Sandvik, Libby Ulm, and 
Maria Alejandra Zikovich. 
The students pranced across 
the grassy stage, honoring 
the traditional dance yet 
adding their own touch of 
grace and elegance.
Second, the audience 
was taken aback by fierce 
monologues from various 
plays of the 17th century, 
performed by the Acting II 
class. These students, Ashlee 
Martini, Kate Sandvik, and 
Tim Peyton, grabbed the 
audience by the throat with 
their emotion-filled excerpts, 
leaving them in a state of 
awe at the strength of their 
voice and passion.
Next there were hilarious 
performances done by the 
Improvisation class, who 
incorporated outrageous 
suggestions from the 
audience into their impulsive 
expressions. The class, 
featuring Kali Ashmore, 
Ryan Barnett, Danny 
Hauglund, Elena Mederios, 
Will Pratt, Brooke Steigauf, 
and Nathan Jacobson, 
brought to life beloved 
improv games such as “Taxi” 
and “What are you doing?,” 
that provoked the most 
bizarre and unexpected 
situations. The guests were 
humored by their fellow 
peers, who went on all fours 
and impersonated barbaric 
characters for the sake of 
laughter.
Aside from these planned 
acts, the crowd was 
fortunate enough to 
experience spontaneous 
acts done by audience 
members. These spur of 
the moment performances, 
done by Michael 
Richardson, Maurice 
Fields, and professors Mark 
Rosenwinkel, Elizabeth 
Streiff, and Charles Fraser, 
added to the mass of good-
humored fun and exploding 
Shakespearean culture. 
These included segments 
from plays such as Henry 
V, Julius Cesear, Macbeth, 
and A Midsummer Night’s 
dream, as well as many more 
well-loved performances.
Shakespeare Under the Stars 
couldn’t have made the old 
playwright more pleased 
had he directed it himself. 
The event brought to life the 
timelessness of the famous 
pieces of the Elizabethan era 
and entertained Concordia’s 
community in a way that 
only the theater could.
a mobile museum that was 
for public view at the event.  
The hope of this celebration 
of work and community 
was to bring people back 
together to admire the past 
victories that the community 
held, who is affected by the 
bridge’s presence now, and 
what is to come of it in the 
future.  
Creative Writing 
Spotlight: Bailey 
Thompson
By H.D. Downs
B ailey Thompson knew she had a knack for writing 
in just the second grade 
when she wrote a story 
about the school bathrooms 
being haunted and her 
teacher asked her to read 
it to the kindergarteners. 
Years later, her passion for 
creative writing bloomed 
when she took her first 
creative writing class at 
Concordia University with 
Professor Matt Ryan. She 
is now a senior, majoring 
in English with a Creative 
Writing emphasis and 
minor in Communications. 
As someone who’s been 
writing her entire life, she 
had a good reason to choose 
English as her major.
“I really like learning 
through story. I think that 
books offer a really great 
way to learn not only about 
people, but history and 
society… There’s so much 
more you can learn in a 
book than a math class, 
for example,” Thompson 
commented. Not only does 
she write short story fiction, 
but she’s also been playing Co
nti
nu
ed 
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 pa
ge 
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Photo by Hannah Downs, Bailey Thompson
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around with poetry for the 
last four years.
Through interviewing 
Thompson, she’s an old 
soul and not afraid to tell 
the truth, even if the truth 
isn’t exactly pretty. We 
talked about everything 
from writer’s block to inner 
struggles, and what that 
meant.
“When you get writer’s 
block, you just need to write, 
even if you think it’s all 
turning to garbage. You’re 
bound to get at least a few 
good sentences out of it… 
I like to keep notes in my 
phone of little things I think 
of or hear so that maybe 
when I look back on it, 
it’ll trigger a memory or a 
story, something I can go off 
of.” But that isn’t the only 
thing that helps inspire her 
writing.  “Women are a big 
subject in my writing, they’re 
always the main characters. 
I write a lot about body 
issues, or the other day-to-
day struggles and pressures 
that women face… I like to 
sprinkle bits and pieces of 
myself in my writing. That’s 
what I love about fiction-- I 
don’t have to write about 
myself in complete truth.” 
Another thing that inspires 
Bailey is her favorite author, 
Stephen King. 
“I just love his willingness to 
get gruesome in his writing 
and get inside the heads of 
people that we normally 
wouldn’t want to get inside 
the heads of.” She also 
mentioned that her favorite 
book is The Alchemist by 
Paulo Coelho, because of its 
journey of self-discovery. 
As her time at Concordia 
comes to an end, Bailey 
is ready to get out of 
Minnesota. Over the next 
semester, she’ll be preparing 
for her adventure abroad: 
teaching in Thailand and 
experiencing the culture. 
When she comes back, she’d 
like to possibly go back to 
school to become a college 
professor. 
Continued from page 15
OPINION
An Open Criticism of 
the Personality and 
Policies of Donald 
Trump
By Cyrus Farivar 
R epublican Candidate for President of the United States, 
Mr. Donald Trump, is 
an accomplished global 
business tycoon, but 
he is not fit to lead a 
nation. Put aside his 
character flaws—sexual 
abuse allegations, bigotry, 
misogyny, unwarranted 
character attacks on, well, 
everybody—and Mr. 
Trump still doesn’t hold the 
credentials or experience 
to be president. Due to his 
defective moral framework, 
lack of experience outside 
of business and inability to 
display any characteristics 
desirable in a president, Mr. 
Trump does not belong in 
office. 
Mr. Trump has spoken in 
favor of war crimes and 
has a problem with the 
principles of the Geneva 
Convention. He went as far 
to say that he wanted to take 
out the families of terrorists 
in which, in its most simple 
sense, is a declaration of 
violence against a segment 
of the civilian population. 
Mr. Trump’s words are 
morally reprehensible due 
to the fact that it punishes 
innocent people.
People often make the 
claim that Mr. Trump’s 
background in the business 
world would act as a huge 
asset if he ascended to 
office, however, his track 
record serves to support 
the opposite point. Many 
of his business escapades 
were in reality failures, 
like Trump Vodka and 
Trump University. Though 
his business connections 
around the world may 
prove beneficial, the way 
he’s run his businesses and 
left workers unpaid proves 
once again that Mr. Trump 
will not succeed outside of 
making money.  
Mr. Trump has also proven 
through his words and 
actions that he is a racist. 
He even went as far as to 
say that the Mexicans in 
the United States are rapists 
and drug dealers and an 
abundance of other offensive 
racial slurs and accusations. 
Even though his assertions 
have no basis in reality, 
Mr. Trump stands by his 
unfair accusations: “They’re 
bringing drugs, they’re 
bringing crime, they’re 
rapists…”
One other problem that 
Mr. Trump has with his 
financial ideology is that he 
subscribes to the financial 
theory known as trickle-
down economics. One 
of the main problems of 
trickle-down economics 
is that it widens the wage 
income inequality gap and 
has historically widened 
the gap from the 1980s 
until now. The theory is to 
give the wealthy tax cuts so 
they will create more jobs 
and stimulate the economy. 
Many of the monetary 
benefits of these tax cuts 
go overseas so that the 
American people rarely 
get to see the fruits of the 
system trickle-down to 
them. 
After the Reagan 
administration, median 
income levels stayed the 
same, so this backs up 
the assertion that trickle 
down economics is of 
no real benefit to the 
American people. Since 
Trump supports this flawed 
ideology, we can conclude 
that the practices that would 
be implemented through his 
presidency would be of no 
financial advantage to the 
American people.
For these reasons and many 
others, Mr. Trump would be 
harmful to America’s well-
being. Though it’s suggested 
that former Secretary of 
State Hillary Clinton is 
dishonest and disloyal to the 
American people, her long, 
decorated track record in 
politics proves exactly the 
opposite. Please make it out 
to vote, and make a vote for 
the prosperity of America, 
not the man who seeks 
personal benefits. 
Mrs. Clinton for 
President
By Jerry Freels
A s the election creeps closer, we’ve come to a time that we, 
as a whole, have to stand 
together to choose one of 
the candidates. While both 
have good ideas in some 
areas, The Sword has chosen 
to endorse former Secretary 
of State, Hillary Clinton. 
No candidate in history of 
the United States has been 
perfect or without personal 
struggles. It ultimately 
comes down to this: who do 
we want to represent us in 
the office of the highest. On 
September 26th, 2016 we 
found out in a whole that 
Donald trump is not fit to 
be in office let alone run for 
it. The disgusting things he 
says as a human and a role 
model does not reflect us as 
a country. 
There is no doubt that Mrs. 
Clinton has flaws as well, 
but she has the demeanor 
to run a country and lead 
us into the years to come. 
Mrs. Clinton has admitted 
she made a mistake with 
the e-mail scandal, and 
wished she could go back 
and change the way she did 
them. When asking Mr. 
Trump about anything he 
has said or done, he has 
rarely makes an apology or 
acknowledges he has messed 
up. By raising the taxes on 
the wealthy, Clinton would 
be making sure they pay 
their fair share. 
Mrs. Clinton’s history alone 
speaks for her future success 
in office. She was born in 
Chicago and raised in the 
suburban town of Park 
Ridge, Illinois, Mrs. Clinton 
attended Wellesley College, 
graduating in 1969, and 
earned a J.D. from Yale Law 
School in 1973. 
After serving as a 
congressional legal counsel, 
she moved to Arkansas, 
marrying Bill Clinton 
in 1975. In 1977, she 
co-founded Arkansas 
Advocates for Children and 
Families. She was appointed 
the first female chair of the 
Legal Services Corporation 
in 1978, and, the following 
year, became the first woman 
partner at Rose Law Firm. 
As First Lady of Arkansas, 
she led a task force whose 
recommendations helped 
reform Arkansas's public 
schools, and served on 
several corporate boards.
In September 2016, The 
Arizona Republic made a 
decision for the first time in 
the history of the newspaper 
to endorse a democratic 
candidate over a republican. 
That made history and 
with the election of Mrs. 
Clinton for president 
will make history as well, 
as she’s the first female 
candidate ever. What does 
Hillary represent? She 
represents the middle class 
and the lower class, African 
Americans, Hispanics, 
women and the choice of 
freedom. 
We all know that candidates 
say a lot to get elected and 
once they are in office the 
story changes, but Mrs. 
Clinton’s history in politics 
leads me to believe she will 
stay true to the welfare 
of all Americans. So let’s 
make history and elect Mrs. 
Clinton as president. The 
true measure of any society 
is how we take care of our 
children. With all of our 
country’s resources, no child 
should ever have to grow up 
in poverty. Yet every single 
night, all across America, 
kids go to sleep hungry or 
without a place to call home.
Under Mrs. Clinton as 
president, I believe our 
country will prosper. 
Not only is she the best 
candidate for in this 
election, she is one of 
the most philanthropic 
politicians to ever run for 
President of the United 
States of America. 
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Congress overrules 
President Obama’s 
veto of 9/11 bill 97-1 
By Jordan Peiser 
I n September, President Obama vetoed the 9/11 bill and congress 
overruled this veto. It is 
interesting to recognize 
what this bill was written 
to accomplish. The idea 
behind the bill was to give 
Americans the ability to 
sue Saudi Arabia over its 
apparent involvement—or 
lack of attempts to thwart—
the 9/11 terrorist attacks. 
This was in light of the 
relatively recent claims that 
“Saudi Arabia funded the 
terrorists.” This has not 
been proven for sure, but 
in any case, as explained by 
MSN, “this bill—known 
as the Justice Against 
Sponsors of Terrorism Act, 
or JASTA—was put forward 
in the hopes of bringing 
justice to the families who 
lost loved ones.” And, as the 
bill implies, justice against 
those who allegedly defend 
terrorism; in this case, Saudi 
Arabia. 
Our President vetoed this 
bill on September 23rd, 
2016. Now, of course many 
accuse the president of 
being anti-American, being 
unpatriotic and having 
foreign interests. It was even 
feeding into the cesspool of 
birtherism—the ridiculous 
concept that President 
Obama was not born in 
America. However, upon 
further examination, there 
is far more to be considered 
about the implications of 
their vote. 
Obviously, many are feeling 
unjustified frustration with 
the President. So, first 
take a closer look at what 
happened according to 
the MSN Website: “But 
after an intense, lengthy 
push by 9/11 survivors and 
families of victims who 
want to sue Saudi Arabia 
based on claims the country 
played a role in the 2001 
terror attack, even Obama’s 
Democratic allies on Capitol 
Hill voted to override his 
veto. The final vote tally 
in the Senate was 97-1. 
Minority Leader Harry 
Reid, D-.Nev., cast the sole 
vote against override.” So, 
congress was acting on the 
voice of people who are still 
suffering from great loss. 
They had reason, and likely 
compassion, on their minds 
when only one member 
of the Senate took a stand 
against the bill. Senator 
John Cornyn of Texas said, 
as quoted by MSN, "In our 
polarized politics of today, 
this is pretty much close to a 
miraculous occurrence."
Miracles aside, it’s arguable 
that it was the wrong 
decision. I am in agreement 
with President Obama 
that over-ruling this veto 
was a big mistake; that is, 
unless you are okay with 
the potential ramifications. 
I am not sure if they had 
this in mind when they 
went against his veto but it 
has opened a Pandora’s Box 
of potential lawsuits. This 
vote sets up a precedent for 
people from other nations 
to, rightly or wrong, sue the 
United States government. 
Since the U.S. would now 
allow Americans to sue 
other nations, consider, for 
example, the conflicts that 
the US indirectly caused in 
Afghanistan when it left 
after the soviets got kicked 
out. 
This, if you are not aware, 
helped lead to the rise of 
the Mujahedeen and later 
the Taliban. Or consider 
the drone strikes that have 
accidentally claimed civilian 
lives. With this bill on 
the table, we do not know 
what will happen. We do, 
however, know that things 
can and will change for 
America. 
The Two-Party System 
By Jordan Peiser
A merica has been a two-party system for a long time, but 
many Americans assume 
that this has always been 
the case, and this is what 
the Founding Fathers had 
intended for our great 
nation.
Yet, this is not at all the 
case. Rather, our Founding 
Fathers were terrified of 
this concept. In fact, back 
in England the parliament 
of the time was largely a 
two-party system, not too 
much unlike our system 
today. That system was 
primarily the Tories and 
the Whigs. According to 
Scholastic.com, the two 
parties had, “…their view 
of what government should 
do and how strong it should 
be. Tories wanted rule by a 
strong king. Whigs wanted 
ordinary people to have 
more rights and gain more 
control of their government. 
In time, as Parliament took 
greater control, the Whigs 
and Tories developed into 
organized parties.” These 
two parties and their 
stance probably sounds 
fairly familiar to modern 
Americans.
Now, we must consider 
whether or not this was 
what the American 
Democratic Republic was 
really meant to be. I will 
posit that the answer is, in 
fact, a resounding no. One 
of the early American giants, 
John Adams, wrote, “There 
is nothing which I dread 
so much as a division of 
the republic into two great 
parties, each arranged under 
its leader, and concerting 
measures in opposition 
to each other. This, in my 
humble apprehension, is to 
be dreaded as the greatest 
political evil under our 
Constitution.”
The concern the Founding 
Fathers had was that 
if two major political 
parties existed, then our 
constitution would be in 
danger as “political parties 
become arranged under its 
leader.” The focus would 
then become an extremely 
polarized interpretation 
of the constitution, as well 
as an extremely polarized 
nation. Which, again, was 
a problem they recognized 
from England.
Upon initial consideration it 
appears that two parties are 
the best option because, as 
we all know, choice can also 
be problematic. I personally 
really like that more 
restaurants have the “Coca-
Cola freestyle,” but it is also 
problematic because among 
all the carbonated goodness 
it becomes more difficult 
to know what to choose. 
And this is a fairly simple 
metaphor to say nothing of 
ten million political parties 
vying for your undying 
emotion, all of whom cannot 
realistically get far.
Those of us more familiar 
with foreign politics will 
also recognize that some 
countries face problems of 
stalled progress because 
they have so many different 
political parties and people 
become so fed up with 
each one each new election 
that they just keep voting 
new ones into office and 
not much can ever be 
accomplished as a result.
 America does, technically, 
have more than two 
political parties. I think we 
need to change the system 
because, as monopolies 
do economically, they will 
do the same to the two-
party system politically. 
A monopoly constricts 
creativity and ingenuity 
because competition forces 
new ideas to constantly be 
put forward. Which is why 
I believe Americans deserve 
more options.
The two-party system also 
creates issues in how we 
understand our rights as 
Americans. I am struck 
by how much Americans 
are like the Animals in 
Animal Farm, a book by 
George Orwell. For those 
of you who are not familiar, 
I do not mean this as 
dehumanizing people. What 
I mean by this is in this 
allegorical story the animals 
run the farmer out of the 
farm and a leader rises up. 
This leader and his crew 
ultimately convince the 
farm animals that the head 
animals have more rights 
than the rest leading to one 
quote “All animals are equal; 
some are just more equal 
than others.” 
It finally reaches the point 
that the animals can no 
longer read the constitution 
they wrote and are reliant 
on the “elite” to more or less 
tell them what each thing 
means and its practicality. 
While I do not think we 
have reached this point, I am 
concerned that as America 
becomes more polarized this 
becomes more and more 
possible. With all of this in 
mind, though I cannot say 
exactly how we can do this, I 
am, however, convinced that 
Americans deserve more 
than our two-party system.
Endorsement note from the Editor: 
By Jakob Kounkel
O ur endorsement of the Democratic Nominee for president of the United States, Hillary Clinton, 
stems from her experience in politics, 
her intellect, and her genuine interest in 
rebuilding our shattered country. Our 
goal is not to reaffirm those who already 
support Mrs. Clinton, but to persuade 
those who have vested their vote in a 
different party. You’re reluctant to vote 
for Mrs. Clinton because you don’t want 
to vote for a (seemingly) politically 
stagnate candidate, or because she was 
in the forefront of an investigation by 
the FBI. However, (not to demerit her 
wrongdoings) Mrs. Clinton’s mistakes 
have caused a distorted digression 
from her political agenda and vicious 
ad hominem attacks. Mrs. Clinton has 
worked as a philanthropic politician for 
years, supporting more than 20 charities 
and foundations, speaking at events, and 
being a leader in support of young and 
adult women. A vote for Hillary Clinton 
isn’t just a vote against Donald Trump, 
but rather a vote for the prosperity of 
the United States of America. We, at The 
Sword, urge you to cast your vote, and 
remember that not voting is the same as 
voting for both of them. 
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